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CM War Readers Reprinted - Dedicated to Ed Norman 



From Our Mailboxes: 

Greetings: 

I was especially interested to see a "Joshua Chesson 
Line" on page 23-24 of the JulyMugust 2002 issue of 
your newsletter. However, my research shows some 
differences, and I will mention two. First, James Chesson 
(1812-ca 1865) apparently had 15 children, including 6 by 
his first wife. Second, some data shown for Hezekiah 
Chesson, in my opinion, is incorrect! 

HEZEKIAH CHESSON: The birth/death dates you 
published are just as they appear on his cemetery 
monument, which I have seen and photographed. But, part 
of that information is incorrect. Still, this monument's 
inscription has been seen by many people who then 
repeated the incorrect data in numerous family histories 
and genealogies! What is incorrect? It is his death date! 
Why is it incorrect? Here are some reasons: 

(1) The monument states: born 26 Oct. 1784, died 11 
Aug. 1869, age 64y 9m 16d. If that birth date is correct 
(and it is the same as shown in his Bible), then adding 64y 
9m 16d gives 11 Aug 1849 - not 1869! This Hezekiah died 
20 years earlier than shown on his monument inscription. 
Simple addition (or subtraction) using only the monument 
data shows that something is incorrect as carved! 

(2) 1 have a poor but readable photocopy of the Bible 
record of this Hezekiah Chesson. That photocopy was 
made in 1980 by Martha Spruill of a Bible then held by 
Ellen Marriner Taylor of Roper, NC showing actual pages, 
not a modern transcription. "Hezekiah Chesson (the 
handwriting uses what looks like fs for the double ss) Son 
of Joshua Chesson And Martha his Wife was borned oct. 
the 26 ( 1784." "Hezekiah Chesson Died August the 11th 
1849 at 15 minets after 7 oclock in the morning Aged 64 
years 9 months and 16 days." 

(3) The 1850 census has a mortality schedule for 
those who died in the year preceding (1849). There is a 
Hezekiah Chesson listed but with age of 75 either given 
by a respondent or recorded incorrectly by the census 
taker. (Perhaps the informant said age 65, and the 
recorder heard 75?) 

(4) This Hezekiah had two wives and two sets of 
children. The first wife (not mentioned in the Bible pages 



I have!) was Mary Bushel and they apparently had two 
sons based on those sons' apparent birth dates - James 
and George Warrer). Mary must have died about 1820 to 
1823 because the Bible shows "Hezekiah Chesson And 
Sarah his wife was Married Augst the 24th 1823" and 
then names only his and Sarah's children with birth dates: 
Henry S„ Richard B., Edward F., Thomas W., and 
Hezekiah. "Sarch Chesson died September the 16th 1871 
at 11 oclock in the morning Aged 73 years 2 months 1 day." 

(5) The two sets of heirs from the two wives of our 
Hezekiah had some differences of opinion, as I recall, and 
the probate of his estate was filed 9 Dec. 1868. So his 
probate was recorded about 8 months earlier than his 
death date shown on the monument. But no probate is 
filed for a person who is still living. Enclosed are 

two charts starting with the first Hilton Otis Chesson and 
going as far back as my data now shows. If correct, these 
extend the line about 4 generations earlier than Joshua 
Chesson. My Chesson line branched off through a son of 
the James Chesson who was born in 1685. Best regards, 
Gene - (e-mail, gchesson@cableone.net ) 
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Linear Ahnentafel : Hilton 0. Chesson to Roger Chaston 



1" Genration 

1. Hilton Otis CHESSON 
Birth* 26 Mar 1913 

2 nd Generation 

2. Alpheus Marion CHESSON 
Birth* 25 Aug 1873 
Marriage* 02 Jan 1900 
Death* 27 Jan 1965 
Burial* 29 Jan 1965 

3 rd Generation 
4. James CHESSON 



Birth* 

Marriage* 

Marriage* 

Marriage* 

Marriage* 

Death* 



17 Oct 1812 

b 1848 

c 22 Oct 1853 
16 Feb 1862 
c 1885 



4th Generation 

8. Hezekiah CHESSON 



Birth* 
Marriage* 
Marriage* 
Death* 
Burial* 



26 Oct 1784 
C _1811 



24 Aug 1823 
11 Aug 1849 
s 13 Aug 1849 
5th Generation 
16. Joshua CHESSON 
Birth* 24Junl757 
Marriage* 11 Jun 1782 



Death* a 

6th Generation 

James CHESSON 
Birth* s_ 

Marriage* b 

Death* c 



1810 



.1722 
.1750 
.1766 



7th Generation 

James CHESSON 

Birth* 08 Nov 1685 

Marriage* s 1710 

Death* s 30 May 1727 

8th Generation 
128 John CHASTON 



Birth* 
Marriage* 
Marriage* 
Death* 



15 Oct 1661 
21 Aug 1684 

b. 1695 

13 May 1695 



North Carolina 



Washington County, North Carolina. 

Bonnie Eloise SWANNER 

Skinnersville, Washington County, North Carolina 

Roper, Washington County, North Carolina 



Jeannette FASAN 
Zilpha DAVENPORT 
Margaret Elizabeth LEARY 
Chloe Frances WILLIAMS 



Nancy BUSHEL 
Sarah Ann SMITH 

Roper, Washington County, North Carolina 



Martha SMITH; Tyrrell County, North Carolina 



North Carolina 

Keziah SPRUILL 

Tyrrell County, North Carolina 



Perquimans Prct., North Carolina 
Anne GARRETT 



Perquimans Prct., North Carolina 

Elizabeth LONG; Perquimans Prct., North Carolina 

Cumf ort PETIT 

Perquimans Prct., North Carolina 
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Chesson / continued: 

9th Generation 

256 Roger CHA5TON 
Birth* s 1630 

Marriage* s 1650 Elizabeth ??(--?--) w/o Roger Chaston 

Death* 09 Apr 1669 Perquimans Prct, North Carolina 

(Gene's note: Best Information to Date - Research Continues) Eugene Chesson (928) 778-6789, 640 Cosmos Way, 
Prescott AZ 86303-5049, (gchesson@cableone.net) 17 Jul 2002 
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Ancestors of Hilton Otis Chesson - Page 1 of 3 - (Eugene Chesson) 
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jehn WJuUAMS 



K«wn SPRUILL 



»CH6SSON 
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Jem CHASTON 



EBZitMKh LONG 



Or. Goctfray 3PRUIU 



Wo Godfrey Sptufll 



■ Itanry SWANNER ■ : W»im Unfcr SWANNER W MittiM SWANNER 



I W»im Lanfcr SWANNER | 



Ancestors of Hilton Otis Chesson - Page 2 of 3 
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Ancestors of Hilton Otis Chesson - Page 3 of 3 (Eugene Chesson) 
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Notice of Sale 

Pursuant to the terms of a mortgage Deed, dated January 2 nd , 1920, and duly recorded in the office of Register of 
Deeds of Washington County, North Carolina in Book 77, page 19, default having been made in the payment of the debt 
thereby secured and the interest due thereon, the undersigned will offer at public auction at the door of the court house 
in Washington County, North Carolina at twelve o'clock noon on Monday February 2 nd 1925 the property described in said 
mortgage deed as follows: 

Beginning in the Ward line on the North Side of the Hollis Road, thence running eastwardly along said line to the back 
line of the Edward Blount line, thence north 40 poles E. to the corner, thence 50' 1 W. 75 poles to Wards corner; thence S. 
40" W. to the Hollis road, the place of beginning, containing 50 acres more or less, and being the same conveyed by deed of 
even date from J. H. Gurganus 4 wife to R. C. Jackson and wife and Theo. B. Jackson, recorded in Reg of Deed office 
Washington County, in Book 7? Page to which deed reference is had for more full description. Terms: CASH. This the 1 st day 
of January, 1925. Mrs. Meda Nurney, Mortgagee. 

Notice of Sale 

Under and by virtue of a power of sale embraced in a deed of trust executed on the 8 th day of November, 1919, by J. 
Gurganus to M. D. Watts, Trustee, and recorded in Book 73 page 260, and default having been made in the payment of the 
note thereby secured and application having been made to the said trustee for a sale of the land described in said deed of 
trust, the undersigned trustee will expose at public sale to the highest bidder for cash at the courthouse door in Plymouth, 
North Carolina, on the 26 1h day of January, 1925 at 12 o'clock, noon, the following described tract of land: 

Said J. Gurganus one-sixth interest in the tract of land on Hollis road owned by J. T. Gurganus adjoining W. C. Harrison 
and 6. L Bowen. 

This the 22 nd day of Dec. 1924. M.D. Watts, Trustee, By Z. V. Norman, Attorney 

Notice of Sale 

By virtue of the power and authority contained in a certain mortgage deed executed by H. T. Surganus and wife, Viola 
Surganus to Minnie Wynne, Martha Jackson and Alice Waters dated 19* h day of September 1921, and duly recorded in the 
office of the Register of Deeds of Washington County, in Book 77, page 281 to which reference is hereby made default 
having been made in the payment of the indebtedness thereby secured, the undersigned will on the 26 th day of January, 1925 
at 12 noon, at the Court House door Washington County Plymouth, North Carolina, offer for sale to the highest bidder for 
cash, that certain tract or parcel of real described in said instrument as f olows. 

"Beginning at an iron stob on or near the Norfolk Southern Railroad right of way on the South side of the Hollis Road 
and running westwardly across the same ridge road to Welch Creek: thence with said run of said Creek to W. A. Mizelle line; 
thence with said line to the Norfolk Southern Railroad; thence with said Railroad to the beginning, containing sixty acres, 
more or less. Being that tract of land conveyed to Cicero Kelly by decree of John Kelly, recorded in Book M page 144 Register 
of deeds office, Washington County (Subject to the undivided interest of Charlie Kelly). 

The bidder at such sale will be required to deposit as much as ten per cent of the amount bid as a guaranty of good faith 
pending confirmation of the sale by the court and the right is reserved to reject any and all bids. 

This the 26 th day of Dec. 1924. Minnie Wynne. Horace V. Austin, Atty. 

(From Copies of Roanoke Beacon Jan 23 1925 - Cont. Vernon Everett) 

Wins Mule, then Sells Him for $3 

Selling a mule for two bucks was what Tom Norman did. 

He won the mule, a plug. Leon S. Bray, well known horse and mule d3ealer offered the animal to Tom. He couldn't 
feed the mule. The animal was practically worthless. 

Inasmuch s he had just won the mule as first prize in a clog dancing contest in a fiddlers' convention Tom was 
willing to settle for two dollars. 

Others winning prizes in the event held at Roper Friday night were: violin, James Ambrose of Belhaven, and 
Harry Paul, of Washington; guitar, Emmett Carawan, Belhven; harmonica, S. W. Cox, Windsor; ugliest man, W. E. Blount, 
Roper; band music, Belhaven first and Washington second prize. 

There was a good crowd present. J. E. Aiken and the P. T. A. sponsored the event. A concert with all of the 
musicians joining in at the finish climaxed the affair. (RB 13 Dec 1935 - Cont: Veronica J. Haskett) 
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Local Society News: 

WC6S Reprints Civil War Readers 

"A Civil War Reader - Letters, Reminiscences, and Rosters / Reports. Reminiscences and Rosters" edited by Edwin A. 
Norman has been reprinted by Washington County Genealogical Society (WCGS). The six journals, begun in 1995 as part of 
the annual member packet, have been combined into one book, dedicated to Mr. Norman. 

During the years 1995 through 2000, the "Readers" were published by WCSS each April, timed to coincide with the 
anniversary of the Battle of Plymouth. Some contributors, in addition to the editor, were: Peggy Adams, Ronnie Comstock, 
A. B. Davenport, Vernon Everett, Virginia Haire, Barbara Revels, Jeanne O'Neal, James Smith, Louise Smith, Bob Spruill, 
Louise Spruill, Winslow Womack, Rebecca Warren, and others. 

The ^Readers" included interesting and valuable info for researchers and each one was fully indexed, with various 
illustrations. A. B. Davenport wrote, in the April 1995 "Reader": "Samuel Davenport, my great grandfather, was born in 1821 

in Skinnersville District we don't know why he chose allegiance to the Union." Samuel died at Salisbury Prison. "The family 

story goes that 'he grieved himself to death.'" 

The 230+ page reprint has been dedicated by WCSS to its past president and editor, Edwin A. Norman, in recognition 
of his significant contributions toward the collection, dissemination, and preservation of the history and genealogy of the 
Washington County and Southern Albemarle region. Researchers, both genealogical and historical, have and will continue to 
benefit from AAr. Norman's excellent research, 

"Civil War Readers 1995 - 2000" is available by mail from WCSS, Box 567, Plymouth NC 27962-0567; locally from True- 
Value / Radio Shack on US 64 W; from Barbara Revels in Martin County (792-5824); and from Loretta Phelps in Creswell. 
Each journal originally sold to non-members for $5 each, the price for the paperback, stapled collection is $25 (plus $3 s/h 
for mail orders.) 
Bylaws: 

WCSS revised its bylaws at the annual meeting in October. Major changes include: officers will serve 2-year terms, 
beginning 1 Oct 2003; meetings will be held third Sunday in January, April, July and October; newsletters will be published 
quarterly rather than monthly; the executive board will be made up of elected-of f icers. 

Officers for 2003-2004: Shirleyan Phelps, president; Virginia Haire, 1** vice president; Virginia Hollowell, 2 nd vice 
president; Barbara Revels, recording secretary; Loretta Phelps, corresponding secretary; Fred Davenport, treasurer. 

WCSS members are encouraged to submit material for publication in the Society's publications. Members are also 
encouraged to respond to any query or material that appears in this publication. AND - suggestions for changes, corrections, 
revisions to the newsletter will be welcome. 

Dues remain the same: $15 individual - $18 family - 
Member Update 

Valued members Lawrence and AAarie Swain have relocated because of health concerns. We will sorely miss having them 
in our midst. Lawrence is with his son in Florida/Marie resides at Williamston House in Martin County. We dp not have an 
updated address for Lawrence at this time. Lawrence donated his copies of WCSS newsletters and journals to WCSS - they 
will be placed at the church where we meet to be used for research purposes; Marie also contributed two loose leaf 
notebooks filled with obituaries for the years 1999-2000. 

Our prayers and best wishes go with the Swains - we appreciate their generous contributions to WCSS over the years - 
Lawrence was editor and treasurer at one time. 

OMarrlages and Deaths from Washington, NC Newspapers 

Beaufort County Senealogical Society announces publication of "Marriages and Deaths from Washington, NC 
Newspapers" Volume 3 - The Washington Progress, 1887-1906, compiled by Esther and Jim Chauncey. Spiral bound, soft 
cover, 206 pages, full name index. Births are included. $20 postpaid. Order from: BCSS, Box 1089, Washington NC 27889- 
1089. 

Best Wishes for a Blessed Holiday Season 
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